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As the year of trial and danger 1942 drew towards its close the
picture changed. Montgomery was advancing from al-'Alamein
and the Russians from Stalingrad. The movement had begun
which did not stop till the remnant of the Afrika Korps surrendered
at Cape Bon in May 1943. The German spies, saboteurs, and pro-
pagandists who continued to operate against the Middle East from
their embassy and consulates in Turkey achieved nothing. In
Tehran the British security authorities brilliantly captured two
parties of German parachutists who had been sent to reinforce
Franz Mayr, and eventually secured the surrender of Mayr himself
and the remnants of his little band by the tribesmen among whom
he had taken refuge. Apart from British plans for invading the
Greek islands, the Middle East campaign was at an end; and the
region could revert to its normal condition of political inflamma-
tion, exacerbated by its suppression during the war.

In Palestine the Arab Rebellion was already petering out during
1939, and in October of that year the Mufti and his entourage of
extremists, no longer tolerated by the French in the Levant States,
took refuge in Baghdad, from where his influence over the rebel-
lion-weary Arabs of Palestine declined. It was hardly to be ex-
pected that the Arabs would take an active part in the war against
the Axis, since many of them felt that Axis conquest would at least
free them from the Zionist incubus, and few had much reason to
feel any loyalty to Britain. On the other hand, they gave little
trouble, their attitude remaining essentially neutral. The Jewish
authorities pressed for permission to raise forces on a Jewish-
national basis, but the government resisted this as it was unwilling
to concede the principle of Jewish, as opposed to Palestinian
nationality. Separate Jewish sub-units were, however, permitted
from the start; the urgent need for man-power prompted further
i concessions; and the process culminated in 1944 in the creation of
|thejewish Brigade with its distinctive Zionistcolours. But while the
Zionists co-operated whole-heartedly in the struggle against
the Nazis, they,,contouedt^                                   Paper. In
February 1940 the issue of the Land Transfer Regulations, denying
Jews.the right to acquire land in the greater part of Palestine, came
|as a severe blow to them, since they had hoped that the White